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TO THE 

MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS 
OF THE 
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FOR THE 

THIRD SESSION OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS; 

ALSO OF 

THE SPECIAL SESSION. 

IN ONE VOLUME. 

Third session: Contains Nos. 1 to 56. 

Special session: Contains Nos. 1, 2, and 3, at the end of the volume. 

A. 
No. 

Absecom, New Jersey. Improvement of the harbor of. 22 
Africa. Exploration of the river Niger____ 46 
Alexandria and Orange Railroad...... 24 
Appropriations made during the third session of the Thirty-fourth Congress_ 56 
Austin and Brownsville, Texas. Mail route to connect .... 11 

B. 

Boundaries of Iowa. Enlargement of the_____14 

Bowen, T. J. (To accompany S. bill 607)---.—. 46 
Barker, L. Steam used as an agent to extinguish fire on board steam vessels, and 

particularly when the fire is under deck- 9 

Bounty, fishing. -Against the repeal of the laws granting. 26 
Brighton, Iowa, to Oskeloosa, in that State. Mail route from. 6 
Brownsville to Austin, Texas. Mail route from--- 11 
Burlington, Iowa. Building for the custom-house, United States courts, and post 

office at----—---- 30 
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C. 

No. 

Canal around the falls of the St. Mary’s river, Michigan. To render more secure the.. 21 

Cape Fear river. Completion of the works of improvement at the mouth of.. 20 
Cascade mountains. Extension of land laws east of the.... 28 
Cod fisheries. Against repeal of laws granting bounties to crews and vessels engaged 

in the....... 26 
Code, Kansas, (so called,) to be declared null and void... 48 

Commerce. Exemption of the vessels of, and their cargoes from seizure and capture 
in time of war. (Special session)... *3 

Committees of the Senate. List of. (Special session)... *1 
Commissioner of the General Land Office in reference to private land claims in New 
Mexico... 25 

Contingent fund of the Senate. Statement of payments made therefrom__ 4 
Corpus Christi, Texas, a port of entry..... 12 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Marine hospital and port of entry at..... 31 

Council Bluffs and Sioux City, Iowa, ports of delivery. 49 
Court-house, custom-house, and post office at Burlington, Iowa... 30 
Crittenden, Mr. Resolutions in relation to the exemption of vessels of commerce and 

their cargoes from seizure and capture in time of war. (Special session). *3 

Custom-house and marine hospital at Keokuk, Iowa------ 18 
Custom-house, court-house, and post office at Burlington, Iowa.. 30 

D. 

Debt of the State of Texas. 1 

Dewitt to Iowa City. Additional mail facilities from. 45 

Duty on railroad iron. Repeal of the..... 33 

Duties on railroad iron. Against the reduction or abrogation of the. 47 

E. 

Egg Harbor inlets, New Jersey. Great and Little. Improvement of. 22 
Eldora and Iowa Falls, Iowa. Additional mail facilities between. 15 

F. 

Falls of the St. Mary’s river, Michigan. Further safeguards in the navigation of_ 21 
Fire on board of steam vessels. Steam used to extinguish.. 9 
Fire extinguished on board of steam vessels by the aid of steam-cocks and pipes, &c., 

(page 2)....... 9 

Fishing bounty. Against repeal of laws granting... 26 
Fulton City, Illinois, to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Additional mail facilities. 45 

G. 

General Land Office, Commissioner of the, in reference to certain private land claims 
in the Territory of New Mexico.. -.-. 25 

Guttenburg to Independence and Dyersville,, Iowa, and to Lancaster, Wisconsin. 
Mail facilities from.. —...r — -. 35 



INDEX. 5 

H. 
No. 

Hartstene, Commander..... 51 

Harris, Townsend — .. 52 
Harris, Townsend. (See bill S. 645).... 55 

I. 

Iron, railroad. Repeal of duty on....... 33 
Iowa. Joint resolution of the legislature of, in favor of the passage of an act con¬ 

firming the selections of swamp and overflowed lands made by the State. 5 

Iowa. Joint resolution of the legislature of, in favor of additional mail facilities in 
that State....... 6 

Iowa. Memorial and joint resolution of the legislature of, for land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from McGregor’s Landing to the Mississippi river_ 6 

Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of the 
enlargement of the boundaries of that State.. 14 

Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to addi¬ 
tional mail facilities in that State ....... 15 

Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of increased 

mail facilities in that State, and to Nebraska City, in the Territory of Nebraska. 16 
Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to 

slavery, and the admission or non-admission of Kansas into the Union. 17 
Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to the 

establishment of a custom-house and marine hospital in the city of Keokuk.. 18 

Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to addi¬ 
tional mail facilities in that State.....- 19 

Iowa. Resolutions of the legislature of the State of Iowa, in favor of the recognition 

of the independence of Liberia..... 27 
Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of the 

erection of a building suitable for the custom-house, United States court, and 
post office, at Burlington....- 30 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of the 
erection of a marine hospital at Council Bluffs, and establishing a port of entry 
thereat........ 31 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of a grant 
of land to aid in the construction of a certain railroad in that State_ 32 

Iowa. Preamble and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in 
favor of a repeal of the duty on railroad iron....- 33 

Iowa. Memorial and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in 

favor of a grant of land to aid in the construction of certain railroads, afford¬ 

ing greater mail facilities.....- 34 
Iowa. Memorial and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in 

favor of greater mail facilities in that State, to wit: from Guttenburg to Inde¬ 
pendence, and to Dyersville ; also, from Guttenburg to Lancaster, Wisconsin . 35 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of greater 
mail facilities in that State, to wit: from Ottumwa to Chariton- 36 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of greater 
mail facilities from Ottumwa to Chariton, via Blakesburg and Albia- 37 
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No, 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of a mail 
route from Maquoketa to Dubuque..._. 38 

Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of addi¬ 
tional mail facilities from Newton to Chariton.. _. 39 

Iowa. Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of addi¬ 
tional mail facilities from Wintersett to Leon.... 40 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of addi¬ 
tional mail facilities from Indianola to Princeton... 41 

Iowa. Memorial and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in 
favor of additional mail facilities from McGregor’s Landing to Glen Mary and 

Bristol...... 42 
Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of addi¬ 

tional mail facilities from Iowa City to Ottumwa... 43 
Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of addi¬ 

tional mail facilities from Marietta, Steamboat Rock, thence to intersect some 
mail route now established.—. 44 

Iowa. Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of addi¬ 
tional mail facilities from Fulton City, Illinois, to Cedar Rapids ; from Dewitt 
to Iowa City..... 45 

Iowa. Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury as to the propriety of establishing 
ports of delivery at Council Bluffs and Sioux City, in the State of Iowa. 49 

Iowa City to Ottumwa, Iowa. Increase of mail facilities between.. 43 
Iowa City to Dewitt, Iowa. Mail facilities between. 45 
Indianola, Iowa, to Princeton, Missouri. Additional mail facilities from. 41 
Interior, Secretary of the, recommending that the land laws be extended east of the 

Cascade mountains, in Oregon and Washington Territories. 28 

K. 

Kansas. Its admission into the Union as a free State, &c... 17 
Kansas code, (so called,) to be declared null and void. 48 

L. 

Lamberton, New Jersey. Office of the collector of the port of. 29 
Lands in Iowa. Confirming the selection of swamp and overflowed, so made by that 

State...-. 5 
Land donation to aid in the construction of a railroad from McGregor's Landing to 

the Mississippi river.   7 
Land donation to aid in the construction of a certain railroad in the State of Iowa.. 32 
Land donation to aid in the construction of certain railroads, so as to enable them to 

obtain greater mail facilities. 34 

Land claims, private, in the Territory of New Mexico. 25 

Land laws, extension of, east of the Cascade mountains. 28 
Laurie, Cranstoun.     23 
Leon, Mount Ayr, Bedford, Clarinda, and Sidney, Iowa, and to Nebraska City, 

Nebraska Territory. Mail facilities on the route from. 16 

Liberia, Africa. Recognition of the independence of. 27 



INDEX. 7 

No. 

Liberia, Africa. Recognition of the independent sovereignty of the Republic of. 
(Special session)...... *2 

Lifeboat stations. Compensation to persons for saving life and property at. 10 

M. 

Mail facilities in Iowa. Additional.6,15,19 
Mail facilities in Iowa and Nebraska City, (Ter.) Additional.. 16 

Mail facilities from G-uttenburg to Independence, and Dyersville, Iowa, and Lan¬ 
caster, Wisconsin.... 35 

Mail facilities from Ottumwa to Chariton, Iowa..... 36 
Mail facilities from Ottumwa to Chariton, via Blakesburg and Albia... 37 
Maquoketa to Dubuque, Iowa, A mail route from___ 38 
Marietta, Steamboat Rock, Iowa. Additional mail facilities.  44 
Marengo and Toledo, Iowa. Mail facilities between..    15 
Marine hospital and custom-house at Keokuk, Iowa...   18 
Marine hospital and port of entry at Council Bluffs, Iowa.. 31 
Marshall, Lafayete, and Marietta, Iowa. Mail facilities between... 15 
Massachusetts. Resolutions of the legislature, protesting against the repeal of the 

laws granting fishing bounty..     26 
McGregor’s Landing to the Mississippi river. Land in aid of railroad from.. 7 
McGregor’s Landing to Glen Mary and Bristol, Iowa. Additional mail facilities_ 42 
Miles, Pliny, in favor of a reform of the postal system.... 50 
Michigan. Appropriations in money to render safe and secure the canal around the 

falls of the St. Mary’s....... 21 
Michigan. Resolutions of the legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor of the 

passage of a law declaring the (so called) Kansas code null and void- 48 
Morrison, Sailingmaster.  51 

N. 

Navy, Texan. Officers of the late. 13 
New Inlet, North Carolina. Closure of..... 20 
New Jersey. Improvement of Absecom and Great and Little Egg Harbors, in that 

State .. 22 
New Jersey, Trenton. Building for United States court, city post office, and office 

for the collector of Lamberton. 29 
New Mexico, Territory of. Private land claims in. 25 
Newton, J., (page 2)..... 9 
Newton, Iowa. Tri-weekly mail from, via Pella, Knoxville, and Chariton. 19 
Newton to Chariton, Iowa. Semi-weekly mail from, via Pleasantville--- 39 
New York. Resolution of the legislature of, respecting the United States lifeboat 

stations, and the compensation to persons for saving life and property by 
means of said boats.. 

Niger, Africa. Exploration of the river.. 46 
North Carolina. The closure of New Inlet, and the completion of the works of im¬ 

provement at the mouth of Cape Fear river. 20 
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0. 
No. 

Offices, the salaries of which have been increased, with the amount of such increase, 
during the third session of the Thirty-fourth Congress. 56 

Officers created and the salaries thereof. 56 
Ogden, David, and others....-._.. 53 
Ohio. Resolutions of the legislature of, in favor of the recognition of the inde¬ 

pendent sovereignty of the Republic of Liberia. (Special session) ...c2 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company.-.. . .. 24 
Oregon Territory. Extension of the land laws eastward of the Cascade mountains.. 28 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. Mail route from Brighton, in that State, to- 6 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. A daily mail from, via Knoxville, Pleasantville, and Indianola, to 
Wintersett...- 19 

Ottumwa to Chariton, Iowa. Increase of mail service between.. 36 

P. 

Pennsylvania. Governor of, against the reduction or abrogation of the duties on 
railroad iron....... 47 

Port Royal Harbor, South Carolina. Fortifying the harbor of. 3 
Postal system, proposed reform of the... 50 
Postmaster General, in relation to compensation to the Orange and Alexandria Rail¬ 

road Company for extraordinary service...... 24 
Post office, court-house, and custom-house at Burlington, Iowa. 30 
Privateering. Abolition of the policy of, considered. (Special session). *3 

R. 

Railroad Company. Orange and Alexandria.... 24 
Railroad from Camanche, via Tipton, to Iowa City. Land in aid of construction of.. 32 
Railroad iron. Repeal of duty on . ...... 33 
Railroad iron. Against the reduction or abrogation of the duties on railroad iron... 47 
Report of the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution.. 54 
“ Resolute,” barque. Sword to officer who commanded the said vessel on her return 

to the British government..... 51 

s. 
Selections of swamp and overflowed lands in Iowa. To confirm the. 5 

Senate. List of the committees of the... 1 
Senate. Report of the Secretary of the, showing payments from the contingent fund 

of the Senate....... 4 
Senate. Report of the Secretary of the, showing the names and compensation of 

persons employed in his office during the year 1856 .. 8 
Sioux City and Council Bluffs, Iowa, ports of delivery... 49 
Slavery. Against the extension of... 17 
Smithsonian Institution. Report of the Regents of the.... 54 
State, Secretary of. Encloses despatches in relation to the return to the British gov¬ 

ernment of the barque Resolute, and swords to the officers and money to the 
crew of the Vixen...... 51 



INDEX. 

No. 
State, Secretary of. Letter of, relating to the claim of Townsend Harris. (See bill 

S. 645).. 55 
Steam as an agent to extinguish fire on board a steamship, and particularly when the 

fire is under deck...... 9 

Steam vessels. To augment security from fire occurring on hoard of, extinguishing 
the same by steam-cocks and pipes, (page 2).... 9 

South Carolina. Report and resolutions of the legislature of that State in relation 
to fortifying Port Royal Harbor in that State... 3 

Swamp and overflowed lands in Iowa..._ _ 5 
St. Mary’s river, Michigan. To render safe and secure the canal around the falls of. 20 

T. 

Texas. Resolutions of the legislature of the State of, respecting the debt of Texas.. 1 
Texas. Preamble and resolution of the legislature of the State of, in favor of a mail 

route from Brownsville to Austin, in Texas.. 11 
Texas. Resolution of the legislature of the State of, in favor of making Corpus 

Christi a port of entry.... 12 

Texas. Resolution of the legislature of the State of, in favor of the incorporation of 

the officers of the late Texas navy into the navy of the United States- 13 
Treasury, Secretary of the. Letter relating to the claim of David Ogden and others. 53 

Trenchard, Lieutenant......... 51 
Trenton, New Jersey. Building at, for the use of the United States courts, city post 

office, and for the collector at the port of Lamberton.. 29 

Y. 

Vixen, United States steamer. Swords to the officers and gift of money to the petty 
officers and crew, for the rescue of the British barque Adieu.... 51 

w. 
Washington Territory. Extension of land laws east of the Cascade mountains in— 28 
Wintersett to Osceola, Iowa. Additional mail facilities from...- 40 





RESOLUTIONS, &c. 

No, 

Resolutions of the legislature of the State of Texas, respecting the debt of that 
State. 1 

Report and resolutions of the legislature of South Carolina, in relation to fortifying 
Port Royal Harbor in that State.. 3 

Joint resolution of the legislature of the State of Iowa, in favor of the passage of an 
act confirming the selections of swamp and overflowed lands made by the 
State...-... 5 

Joint resolution of the legislature of the State of Iowa, in favor of a mail route from 
Brighton, in Washington county, to Oslcaloosa, in Mahaska county, via Rich¬ 
land, Joker, Martinsburg, and Butler post office, in Keokuk county, and 
Fre'rnont, in Mahaska county, tri-weekly, in two-horse coaches._. 6 

Memorial and joint resolution of the legislature of the State of Iowa, in favor of a 
donation of land to aid in the construction of a railroad from McGregor’s 
Landing to the Mississippi river. 7 

Resolution of the legislature of New York, respecting the United States lifeboat 
stations, and the compensation to persons for saving life and property by 
means of said boats. 10 

Preamble and resolution of the legislature of the State of Texas, in favor of the 
establishment of a mail route from Brownsville to Austin, in Texas. 11 

Resolution of the legislature of the State of Texas, in favor of making Corpus Christi 
a port of entry. 12- 

Resolution of the legislature of the State of Texas, in favor of the incorporation of 
late Texas navy into the navy of the United States. 13 

Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of the enlargement 
of the boundaries of that State.... 14 

Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to increased mail 

facilities from Marengo, in Iowa county, to Toledo, in Tama county, and Mar¬ 
shall, Lafayette, and Marietta, in Marshall county, thence to Eldora and Iowa 
Falls, in Plardin county. 13 

Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of increased mail 
facilities on the route from Leon, via Mount Ayr, Bedford, Clarinda, and Sidney, 
in Iowa, to Nebraska City, Nebraska Territory. 13 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to slavery, and 
the admission of Kansas into the Union. 1 ‘ 

Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to the establish¬ 
ment of a custom-house and marine hospital in the city of Keokuk.. 18 

Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in relation to additional 
mail facilities in that State .-...-. 1 ® 



12 INDEX. 

No. 

Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of North Carolina, in favor of appropria¬ 
tions for the entire closure of New Inlet, and for the completion of the works 
at the mouth of the Cape Fear river...... 20 

Resolutions of the legislature of the State of Michigan, in favor of an appropriation 
in money to render safe and secure the canal around the falls of the St. Mary's 
river....... 21 

Preamble and resolutions of the legislature of the State of New Jersey, in favor of an 
appropriation for the improvement of Absecom harbor and Great and Little 
Egg Harbor inlets......... 22 

Resolutions of the legislature of Massachusetts, protesting against the repeal of the 
existing law granting bounties to crews and vessels engaged in the cod fisheries. 26 

Resolutions of the legislature of Iowa, in favor of the recognition by the United 
States of the independence of Liberia, in Africa... 27 

Memorials of the governor, judges, officers and members of the legislature, and 
citizens of New Jersey, for the erection of a suitable building in the city of 
Trenton, for the purpose of holding the sessions of the courts of the United 
States, for a city post office, and an office for the collector of the port of Lam- 
berton.     29 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of an appropriation 
for the erection of a building suitable for the accommodation of the custom¬ 
house, United States court, and post office at Burlington, in that State_ 30 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of an appropria¬ 
tion for the erection of a marine hospital at Council Bluffs, and establishing a 
port of entry thereat.... 31 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of a grant of land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Camanche, Tipton, to Iowa City, 
thence near the southwestern corner of the State of Iowa, up the valley of the 
Platte river, to intersect the Great Pacific railroad, via South Pass of the 
Rocky mountains..   32 

Preamble and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of a 
repeal of the duty on railroad iron...... 33 

Memorial and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of the 
grant of public lands to aid in the construction of certain railroads, so as to 
enable them to obtain greater mail facilities and advance the interests of the 
whole country ..      34 

Memorial and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of 

greater mail facilities in the interior of that State, to wit: from Guttenburg to 
Independence ; also, from Guttenburg to Dyersville ; also, from Guttenburg to 
Lancaster, Wisconsin.......... 35 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of greater mail 
facilities in that State, to wit: from Ottumwa to Chariton. 36 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of greater mail 
facilities from Ottumwa to Chariton, via Blakesburg and Albia. 37 

Resolution of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of a mail route 

from Maquoketa, via Fulton, Farmer’s Creek, Otter Creek, Zwingle, and Bun¬ 
combe, to Dubuque.... 38 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of greater mail 
facilities from Newton to Chariton, via Pieasantville.... 39 
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No. 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of additional mail 

facilities from Winterset, via Laporte, Osceola, to Leon... 40 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of additional mail 
facilities, viz : from Indianola, Iowa, via Osceola and Leon, to Princeton, 
Missouri.-.—... 41 

Memorial and resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of 
additional mail service from McGregor’s La*nding, via Decora, New Oregon, and 
Howard Centre, Stacyville and St. Ansgar, to Glen Mary and Bristol.. 42 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of additional mail 
facilities from Iowa City, via Frank Pierce, Wassonville, South Webster, 
Sigourney, and Martinsburg, to Ottumwa. 43 

Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of additional mail 
facilities, to wit: from Marietta and Steamboat Rock, to intersect some mail 

route now established ......... 44 
Resolutions of the general assembly of the State of Iowa, in favor of additional mail 

facilities, to wit: from Fulton City, Illinois, via Clinton, Dewitt, Mechanics- 
burg, Lisbon, Mount Yernon, to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in post coaches; from 
Dewitt, via Tipton, to Iowa City, daily, in post coaches.. 45 

Joint resolutions of the legislature of Pennsylvania, relative to the reduction or abro¬ 

gation of the duties on railroad iron, and instructing the senators and repre¬ 

sentatives accordingly..-. 47 
Resolutions of the legislature of the State of Michigan in favor of the passage of a 

law declaring the (so called) Kansas code null and void. 48 
Resolutions of the legislature of the State of Ohio, in favor of the recognition by the 

United States of the independent sovereignty of the Republie of Liberia. 

(Special session). 
Resolutions by Mr. Crittenden, in relation to the exemption of vessels of commerce 

and their cargoes from seizure and capture in time of war. (Special session).. *3 
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